Planning Recitals 

Make it diverse

Make it attainable

What would you want to hear?
Are you required to play certain content?

Keep track of things that you liked/disliked from recitals you attend

Why are they going to come and see you?

· Do you have something to draw an audience?

· Fame

· Interesting piece

· Catchy title or poster

Things that they might include:

· something technical

· something lyrical

· something unique

· chamber music
· unaccompanied

· modern piece

· varying instruments (alto, tenor, bass, euph, etc.)

· multimedia (visuals, spoken word, etc.)

Are you going to introduce the pieces?

· plan what you’re going to say ahead of time

· you don’t have to introduce every piece.

· I like to start immediately with something that gets their attention and then welcome them and tell them what you’ve played after you’re done

Things to consider when choosing rep:

1) Timings

· a bunch of short tunes or just a couple long pieces are OK, but it’s nice to have a break in rhythm

· How long do you want it to be?

· Are you going to have an intermission?

2) Chops

· Are they high?

· Are there rests?

· Can you break them up?

· Are you playing something unaccompanied?  Try and keep it away from the harder/higher pieces.

3) Varying styles

- don’t have a 2 similar sounding pieces back to back.
- lull the audience with something beautiful, then wake them up, or make them laugh/smile.

- if you’re playing multiple unaccompanied solos try to space them out

4) Venue

- Some venues don’t allow you to do some rep.

· No piano

· Too small for larger/louder pieces

· Are you playing at a church?  Is there anything inappropriate?

· Is it in someone’s living room?
5) Audience

- Kids show

- Old folks

- Graded
- CD release

- Private/intimate

6) Collaborator


- are you sharing the recital with someone?


- can you play a duet with the person you’re sharing with? 


- does your accompanist want to play something on their own?

7) What’s being playing elsewhere by other trombonists?  How do you make it yours?  Can you play something no one has done, or do it in a different way.
Now how do you tie them together?

· 2 ways to approach this:

· Make it all flow or have a similar themes or content to tie them together.  Eg. All French/Russian/Canadian music.  Romantic music.  Music inspired by animals, etc.

· Make it vary significantly.  It doesn’t need to have a theme, but make sure that it isn’t the same sound over and over.

Choosing an order
First piece
· What do you feel comfortable playing?

· What will grab the audiences attention?

· I usually try and start with something boisterous

· It should be the 2nd or third strongest piece of the show (1st being the encore or the last piece)

Before intermission
· Give them something to talk about

· Something to show off or something a little off the wall

After Intermission

· Bring them right back in.

· Something interesting.  This is a good moment to play something a little heavier and difficult

Closer

· This should be only 2nd to an encore (if you have one).  It could be the only piece after intermission if it’s a long multi movement piece.

· It can be very powerful and technical

· It can be soft and contemplative

· Or it can be super catchy.  Have them humming it on their way home.
Encore

· short

· should be the best thing they’ll hear all night

· never play something that you don’t feel 100 % confident about

· better to leave them wanting more, then wishing they didn’t stay
· don’t force them to listen to an encore just because you practiced it
